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The  Crop  Reporting  Board  of  the  Bufeau  of  AgriCTtltural  Economics  makes  ,  the 
following  report  for  the  United  States  from  data  furnished  hy  crop  correspondents, 
field  statisticians^  and  cooperating  State  agenciesc 
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Fev/  significant  changes  occurred  during  January  in  the  favoralile  outlook 
for  19^7  "oroduction  on  the  Nation's  farmsc    V/eather  during  the  month  v;as  mostly 
mild  and  seasonal  vrork  advanced  rapidlyo    Short  iDerj  ods  of  extremely  lo"  termera.- 
tures  were  usually  preceded  "by  snovr  that  "blanketed  grains  and  grass,  so  that  ad- 
verse effects  v;ere  minimizedc    Melting  of  the  snovr  provided  "beneficial  moist-ure. 
For  most    of  the  month  open  v/eather  ipermitted  movement  of  grains  and  livestock  to 
market.     Grazing  continued  on  T)astures  and  ranges,  conserving  rouighage  and  concen- 
trate feedso    Milk  flovr  o.nd  egg  riroduction  vrere  maintained  at  high  levels.  But 
the  end  of  January  and  the  first  week  of  February  "brought  a  severe  cold  viave  and 
"blizzardse    Soil  "blov'ing  in  T)arts  of  the  Great  Plains  caused  light  damage  to 
v/inter  wheat.     Some  oats  and  "barley  had  "been  frozen  out  and  delivery  of  truck 
croTDs  vras  delayed  "by  a  cold  wave  at  the  "beginning  of  the  month* 

Citras  vms  "barely  affected  in  Te.ras,  "but  sviffered  moderately  in  Arizona 
from  freezing  temiDeratur es  r-trikihg    into  the  Southvrest  in  early  January.  Fruit 
dropt)ing  had  occurred  in  Florida  throughout  January^    1/hile  citrus  Tjroduction  had 
"been  expected  on  February  1  to  reach  a  nevr  high  volumep  the  effects  of  the 
February  cold  vrave  cannot  be  fully  a-oriraised  for  scmetirueo    The  January  cold  v;ave 
in  the  Southv;est  did  little  more  than  delay  movement  of  truck  cror)s  from  that  area. 
But    severe  damage  to  tender  vegetables  resulted  from  the  early  February  freezes 
in  Florida.    Winter  truck  crop  -oroduction  vras  estimated  at  about  95  uercent  of 
that  a  year  earlier,  before  the  freeze  damage,,    ilo^'  the  aggregate  ^dll  be  affected 
by  the  extent  of  salvage  and  rex)lantingSr.    Total  s")ring  cror)  vegetables  _  may  run 
as  much  as  8  -oercent  belov;  the  acreage  of  lant  STDrin^ic 

Farm  poultry  flocks,  though  6  TDercent  smaller  than  a  year  ago,  produced 
at  the  highest  rate  in  history  for  January  and  set  a  nev:  record  in  egg  Toroduction 
for  the  months    All  Tjarts  of  the  country  ^jhow  a  decline  in  the  number  of  potential 
layers.    Furthermore;,  farmers  novr  r)lan  to  buy  fe^-^er  biby  chickr,  in  19^7  than  they 
bought  in  19^6,^    Milk  -oroduction  in  January  was  less  than  1  ^ercnt  under  the 
January  record  in  19^5  vhen  milk  cow  nucibers  were  at  their  -oeak.     Production  uer 
gov;  in  herd  on  Febrxiary  1  wss  the  highest  on  record  for  the  date,  the  twelfth 
consecutive  month  in  which  nrevious  records  for  cori'es-oonding  months  had  been 
exceededo 

January  temperatures  varied  '.-adely  from  severe  cold  to  extremely  mild  for 
the  month.    The  average.^  hov/ever^  war,  milder  than  usual  by  2  to  12  degrees  in 
various  "oarts  of  the  country  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,    In  Pacific  Coast  and 
Mountain  States  and  the  southern  three-f o-uxths  of  Texas  average  temperatures  v;ere 
about  usual  to  4  degrees  belovr  normal  for  the  monthc    Freezing  temperatures,  v/ith 
snow  and  freezing  rain,  strikj.ng  as  deep  as  Ari::ona,  Texas  nnd  Louisiana  in  the 
first  v;eek  of  the  month;  brought  shipment?  of  winter  vegetables  virtually  to  a 
standstill,  but  axnoarently  caused  little  damage  to  citruS;  exce-ot  in  Arizona,  By 
mid-month  vegetable  shi'oments  were  again  active^    A  co'J.d  -'ave  ^^enetrated  Florida 
with  freezing  tem-?eratures  the  first  week  in  February,  causing  severe  damage  to 
beans,  tomatoes,  potatoes  and  tender  vegetables  and  increased  the  drou  of  citrus 
from  trees,    Elsevrhere  the  mild  weather  caused  fear  that  fruit  buds  vrould  swell 
and  open,  but  this  fear  vras  allayed  by  the  colder  v;eather  at  the  end  of  the  month. 
Plowing  was  rex)orted  as  far  north  as  Nevr  Jersey  'nd  in  Kp.nsas  and  Missouri,  with 
the  probability  of  seeding  some  oats  soon^    In  Oklahoma  and  Texns  fields  of  oats 
and  barley,  which  had  frozen  out,  were  -ore?ared  and  in  sone  cases  seeded  to 
sioring  grains » 

Snow  cover  came  and  v^ent  during  the  month,  but  afforded  protection  in  most 
areas  prior  to  each  cold  wavec.    Early  February  storms  de-^-oened  the  snovr  pack  in  the 
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noi*thern  I^Iountain  States,  vrhich  de-oend  uoon  this  source  for  irrigation  water,  Snov 
"blanketed  wheat  fields  in  Hetraska,  Iowa,  northern  Illinois,  Indiana  and  northward, 
also  most  of  the  northeast,  except  Ohio  and  much  of  Pennsylvania,    Left  uncovered 
vfei*e  areas  in  eastern  Colorado,  Kansas  and  southv/ard,  {/here  Tslo^dng  soil  at  the 
edges  of  the  main  wheat  sections  has  caused  only  slight  damage  to  date.  Grazing 
of  vrheat  pastures  continued*    Precipitation  for  the  month  vras  above  normal  in 
most  of  the  area  east  of  the  Mississir)TDi,    Florida  continued  dry, '  also  Arizona' 
and  southern  California,    Lack  of  printer  nreciiDitation  across  the-northern  "border 
from  Wisconsin  vrestv/ard  is  of  little  significance.,  though  melting- of  the  snovr 
•orovided  beneficial  moisture.    In  the  South,  grov/th  of  grains  and  winter  crops 
v;as  well  advanced,  perha-os  too  far  if  weather  should  turn  cold.    In  much  of  this 
area  heavy  precipitation  during  January  delayed  field  work.    On  l.''estern  ranges 
feed  and  grazing  conditions  were  generally  good  during  January,  with  a  fairly  good 
suxiTDly  of  old  range  feed.    Livestock  are  genferoJly  in  good  condition,  'dth  a  little 
more  than  the  usual  seasonal  shrink. 

Detailed  reports  of  farmers*  plans  '-'ill  not  be  collected  until  next  month. 
So  v/hile  acreages  to  be  planted  to  individual  croios  are  still  being  worked  out,  the 
general  imoression  is  that  farmers  '111  be  in  a  fa.vorable  oosition  to  maintain 
production  at'  the  high  level  of  recent  years, 

CITRUS;    Production  of  all  citrus  fruit  for  the  19i{'6-^7  seanon  is  forecast  at 

about  204  million  boxes  —  11  percent  above  the  l^k^-'kS  production  and  53 
■percent  above  the  1935-^^  average.      This  forecast  is  based  on  February  1  con- 
ditions,   "On  the  morning  of  February  5  low  temperatures  damaged  fruit  throughout 
the    Florida  citrus  area  and  high  'dnds  increa'^ed  the  heavy  droip  of  midseason 
oranges  and  grapefruit.    The  full  extent  of  the  losses  resulting  from  the  cold, 
stormy  weather  cannot  be  determined  for  several  vreeks. 

Production  of  oranges  for  the  19^6-47  season  is  forecast  at  118,8  million 
boxes,  18  -oercent  larger  than  T)roduction  in  1945-^6,.    The  total  of  early  and  mid- 
season  oranges  is  55»C  million  boxes,  1?  percent  above  last  season  and  51  percent 
above  the  1935-^4  average.    The  Valencia  crop  is  forecast  at  63,7  million  boxes-,- 
19  percent  above  last  season  and  52  percent  above  average.    The  February  1  fore- 
cast production  of  grapefruit  is    slightly  less  than  reported  on  January  1,  The 
66,0  million  box  crop  nov;  indicated  is  4  Dercent  more  than  the  19^5-^6  crot)  and  65 
percent  above  average. 

In  Florida,  January  temperatures  were  above  normal  exce-ot  for  the  last  vreek 
of  the  month.    Very  little  rain  has  fallen  in  the  Florida  citrus  belt  since  early 
fall.    Heavy  dropioing  of  fruit  continued  during  January^    The  Florida  gra-oefruit 
crop,  is  noM  forecast  at  33.5  million  boxes,  one~half  million  boxes  less  than 
.  last  month^  s  forecast,  but  5  -oercent  above  the  19^5-^6  croTD,    Early  and  midseason 
Florida  oranges  are  estimated  as  of  February  1  at  31,0  million  boxes  —  the  same 
as  reported  a  month  ago  and  22  -oercent  above  last  season,    Valencias  are  forecast 
at  28,5    million  boxes,  17  percent  above  last  season, 

Tangerines  are  -olaced  at  k^Q  million  boxes  compared  with  4,2  million  last 
season. 

Utilization  of  the  Florida  crop  to  February  1  totaled  about  21.5  million 
boxes  of  oranges,  12,2  million  boxes  of  gra-oefruit,  and  3,6  million  boxes  of  tan- 
gerines compared  irith  o^uantities  utilized  to  February  1,  19^6  of  20,6  million  boxes 
of  oranges,  12,5  million  boxes  of  gra-oefruit,  and  2,5  million  boxes  of  tangerines,  . 
Oanners  this  year  used  5.8  million  boxes  of  oranges,  6,8  million  boxes  of  grapefruit 
and  ,8  million  boxes  of  tangerines  to  February  1  com-oared  "-dth  6,9  million  boxes 
of  oranges, 7.»7  million  boxes  of  gra-oefruit  and  ,1  million  boxes  of  tangerines  to 
February  1,  19^6,  ; 
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-  Texas  citrus  groves,  are  generf.lly  in  ejodd. '  condition,-   January  r^irxf  all  v/as 
very  light-,  "but -the  water  "gupply  for  irrigation  ?ias 'been 's-affl'cient^    Tejiac  grape- 
fruit production  is  estimated  at  ^foO  million''boxes-^one- nillion  VoXes  more  than 
the  19^5— ^6  jproduction*     Orange  production  is-pl?ccd  at  '5»5  million  "coxes,  15 
percent  iarger  than  last  season's  crop.    Acout- ^^^■'Aillion  --^re  early  a.hd  inidseason 
varieties  and'"-2,l  million  Valencias,'  Utilizatioh-'of '  Te>:es  .Tapefruit  to  February  1 
totaled  about '996  million  boxes  of  vhich' nearly- t^i'O'  million  bares  'vVere  processed 
a.nd  the  b'alonde  used  fresh.    Last  year  ne'^rly  12  million 'bores 'were  -utilized  to  '  _ 
February  1  of "'v;hich  about  5  million  were  processed,'    Acout"2,5  million  boxes  of 
Texas  oranges  vrere  utilised'  by  the  end  of  January  this  y^ar  compared-  vith- about 
2,8  million  last  season.    More  oranges  are  being  take'n' by  processors  this  year  than" 
in  past  seasons,  but  most  of  the  crop  is  moving 'to  "'fresh  market  as  in  the 'past, 

Louisiana  oranges  are  estimated  at  390,000  boxes  compared  v/ith  330, OOO  boxes 
in  19^5-'^6  and  360,000  in^l9^^-^5.  .  .   .  , 

The  Arizona  r.rapefruit  crop  ir_  forecast  C't  .^'»l  million  boxes  vrhich  is  slightly 
below  the  January  1  figure  and  compares  withj-rl '■million  in  19^5.-^6,    .Orange  pro- 
duction is  placed  at  1,27  million  boxes  ,,•  consisting  of  600,000  boxes  of  ITavels  and 
'Miscella.neous  a.nd  6?0,000  coxes  of  V^'.lencias.    .Over  one-half  of  the  oranges  .now 
being  moved  are  going  for  processing,     3v/eet  seedlings  vere  severely  damaged  b^ 
the  low 'temp  eratijjres.  of 'January  3  -J^-nd  h  in  the  M6sa""area_  a.nd.. in.the  area  south  ^  of 
Phoenix,  but 3he  .biilk  of  the  damaged  crop  is  being  Saved  by  processing,.    It  is  still 
too  early  to  'determine  the  extent  of  da-.iage  to  Valencias.     To  dat^  they  ha.ve^  JLe- 
veloped  less  than  normal  ."size" ,  _  \  . 

California  citrus  areas  h-M  considerable 'cciia!' v^eather  diiring  Jaliuary;'-' 'frcrst 
occurred  ceYcral  nights  in  many  localities,  and  extensive  use  v/as  m'^de  of  orchard 
hea-^ers,     V'hile'it  is  proba.ble..  that  there  was  eome  damage,   it  is  likely  tha.t  this 
will  result  mainly  in  the  lowering  .of  grade  and  diverting  to  processing  channels 
some  fruit  that  otherwise  would  _ha.ve  gone  ' to  f  reSh  .ma.rke.1;,     California  Ta.vel  and 
Miscellaneous  oranges'are  forecast' at  19.7  million; boxes  '  co-"pa.red  v^ith' 17.7  million 
boxes  last  season.     The  Va.ldnci-7-  crop,  for  ha.rvest  in  the.'rpring,  summer,  -nd  fall 
of  I9A-7,  is  forecast  at  32,^  million  boxes — 22  'p^rceiit^more  than  the  19^5-7^6  crop 
but  16  percent  less  tha.n  the;  record  crop  of  19^^-^5»     Grapefruit  is  forecast  at  3,*)' 
million  boxes  of^v/hich  1.*^  million  are_  indicated  to  be  in  the  Desert  Valleys  a.nd 
2,0  million  in  other,  areas,     Calif  ornia  .  lemons  a.re  estin,ated  at  13.9  million  boxes 
compared_v/i_th.. li+,5  iT^illipn  last  season.,    T-he  mov.einent  of  '^'a.vels  .  from' central 
California  has  been.. slow  and  shipments  are  'e>apected  to  extend  throiigh  molEt  of 
February,     Shipment  of  'Favel  and  Kiscellaneous  oranges  from  the  southern  countiefe 
was  well"under  way  by  February  1,  '  '  .        .  ? 

MILK.PROSUCTIOr;     Milk  production  on  farms  during  January  totaled  8.8  billion 

pounds, '2  percent  above  January  19^6  but  less  than  1  percent 
under  the  January  record  of  19^5'v/hen  milk  cow  numbers 'were  at' their  peak,'  Jantiary 
milk  pr9duction  increased  5  percent  from  the  Dece.r.ber  milk  production  of  8,.^ 
billion  pounds,  appreciably  more  than  the  average  ' seasonal  increase  of  a.bout  3 
percent.     Daily  milk  production  per  capita  in  January  was  2,01  pounds,  v/hich  it; 
above  average  a.nd  above 'a  year  ago  but  lov.^er  than  for  any  January  dijring- the: war 
yea-rs  ( 19^11-19^5 ) ,  .       •  .  , 

.     Milk  productio'n  per  co-  in  herd  on.  February -  l  v'as  11  percent  atoye  ayerogero 
a,nd  the  highest  of  record  for  that  date.     This  is  the  twelfth' consecutive  month-;:  . 
in  v/hich  milk  per  co;.'  in"  herd  exceeded  previous  records-  for  the  corresponding:  , 
months,     Gevera.l  factors  contributed  .to  this  "unusually  high  production  per.  cow,  •  • 
Ja.nuary  tem-neratures  v/ere  considerably  a.bove  normal  tl-jou'^hout  most  of  the.  United 
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States,  except  for  ccrae  parts  of  the  far . West. and  Southwest  where  temperatures 
were  only  slightly  "below  noTr.al  for  the  ..month,    Gr£i.in&  and  othev  concentrated 
feeds  are  plentifiil,  njid  relatively  favorafc-le  prices  received  hy  farmers  for  dairy 
praduets  this  winter  have  enco^-ira^ecL  heavy  feeding.     In  come  areas,  prrticularly 
in  the  Northeastern  States,  cLUality       roiighs^e  is  reported  tetter  than  a  jear 
ago.    The  percenta^^e  of  milk  cows  milked  on  Pehruary  1,  the  usrial  low  point  for 
the  season  was  the  highest  -.for  that  date  in  the  last  foixr  years,    Heavj^  culling 
since  the  peak  in  milk  cow  numbers  v;as  reached  about  tw?»  yea-rs  ago,  has  increased 
the  proportion  of  efficient  milk  producer?;© 

Milk  production  per  cow  in  herds  on  February-  1  for  the  United  States  was 
1^,17  p^Mirids  in  herds:-  k^pt  -by  crop  reporters,  5  percent  above  a  month  earlier.  All 
geographic  divisions  were,  up  from  2  to  8  eiTt  the  South -Central  St  a  oe  G 

where  production  per  cov;  was  about  1  percent  belovr  January  1,  -about  the  usual 
seasonal  declineo;   Compared  with  the  lO^year  average  for  February  1,  milk;.productio: 
per  cow  this  year  was  6  to  15  percent  higher  -  in  all  geographic  regions  and-  11  per- 
cent higher  for  the  ITation  as  a  whole.    The  greatest  increase,  15  percent,  occiarrei 
in  the  VJest  Korth  Central  States,    Compared. to  February  1  a  year  ago,  milk  pro- 
duction per  GOV       herd  was  up  2  to  11  percent  in  all  geographic  regions  and  up 
5.  percent  for  'the  .Nation  .as  a,  whole,.  .     . ; 

The  percentage  of  milk  cows .  reported  milked  on  February  1  was  6^,9',  the 
highest  for  thi.s  date  in  the  past.  4  years  but,  lov/er  than  a,ny  other  year  but  193^ 
since  1928«    The  percenta.ge  milked  ranged  from  a  lov;  of  54.^1  percent  in  the  South 
Central  States  to  a  high  of  72.5  r^erccnt  in  the  North  Atlantic  States. 

Of  the  l8,.Stat,ec  for  v/hich  .monthly  mi;lk  prpductdo.n  estimater  8re.mad.e, 
Michigan,  Wis cQ.ns In,. and  Virginia  established  new  high  production  records"  for 
«January,»     In  V/isconsin,  January  milk;  pro.ductipn  totaled.  1,.0.98  million  pounds  j  in 
Iowa  ^77  million  poundr ,  lower  than  the  .,r)receding- -6  ye.ars  becauise.  of  fev/er  milk 
cows,  although  milk  produced  per  cow  in  herd  ret  a,n  all  time  record  hi.gh  for  the 
month;  .in  Michigan,  hlQ  million  pounds.},  and  in  Illinois,  415  •niillion  poujids , 
exceeded  only  in  1942.  and  1^45*    Milk  production  ppr  cow  in  h^srd  for  January  v;as 
the  highest  on  record  for  Illinois  ,-  Miphigan-,  Iowa,  •  Misso-'ari ilansas  ,  yitginia., 
North  Carolina, .  pnd  .Monta.na,    GoraiDared  to  other  years,  milk:  .production  per.:cov^  in 
herd  was  ratiier..,lov7  in  Oklahoma  and ■  Oregon,  .. 

GRAIN  AI-T)  CONCa^TRA.TFS  FES  TO  MILK  COWS;     On  Febr\iary  1  grain  and  concentrates  '^^ere 

.,    .  .  -      being  fed  to  milk  cows  in  .herds  .  kept 

by  crop  correspondents  at  the  .very  high  rate, of  5 » 68  pounds  per  day,  only  .slightly 
less  than  the . all.  time  high  rate;of  feeding. .for  this  date  of,  5 i 70  pounds  reported 
in  1943.    The  1^947  rate  was  2  percent  above  the  5.5^  pounds  reported  a  year  ago 
for  the  United  States  a.s  a  v;hole.    This  ^^uantity  was  l4  per'^ent , more  tha.n  the 
4,98  pounds  being  fed  on  December  1,  cOmiprtred  to-^the  average  seasonal  increase 
between  these  tv/o  dates  of  about  I6  percent.     The  quantity  f^^d  per  cov;  ranged 
from  4,3  pounds  in  the  South  Central  States  to  6,6  pounds  in  the  East  North  Central 
States,     In  air:=regionr.-,  the- rate  v;as-  substantially  above  average  for  this  da.te. 
In  the  North  Central  area  ■  t.he  rate  of  feeding  was  up  sharply  compared  with  Febrriary 
1  last  year,  but  in  the. other  regions  it  was  unchanged  or  lower. 
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ESTIMATED  MOxITHLY  i-IILK  PROIHJCTION  Oil  EAHi-IS,  SSLECTJip ,  STATES  l/ 


Stpte 

<j  aii« 

^  State 

• 

■  '  Jan. 
•?23?^  -19^7  2/ 
*"f^l  ll  1 0  n  s_p  oun  4  s 

,  •  dan. 

Jaji, 

•  • 

.average  , 

2/ 

bt?.te 

• 
• 

• 

average  i 
•1936-55  • ■ : 

'If. 

N.J, 

.  79 

86 

;Iowa 

i^68 

:Mont, 

k5 

Pa. 

361 

392 

:l!o.' 

23^^- 

269 

: Idaho 

87 

92 

Ind.  . 

238 

^55. 

129 

-132  ■■ 

'lUtah 

^5 

•51- 

Ill, 

395 

:Kan.s, 

216 

215  . 

r.faah,- 

■  137 

^  136 

Mich., 

362 

i!-18 

;Va. 

106 

125 

:Oreg. 

88 

81 

Wis, 

895 

1,098 

:1T,C.  - 

.  -  101 

108 

: Other 

:Okla, 

162.^ 

172 

:^.Statjes_  ^_i.967_  _ 

^,-2^2  ■■ 

* 

iU.S, 

-  ^     8^115  ■ 

8,808' 

1./  Monthly  data  for  other  States  riot  yet  availalDle,  '' 
2/  Preliminary,-    %y  "be  slightly  revised  In  connectiSn  with  19ij-6.    Annual  pJid.  ' 
ro.onthly  estimates  to  be  released  Pebrupry  18,  19^7, 

POULTRI.AITD  'EG-G  PRODUCT  I  ON  t    Am:)le  feed  supplies  rnd  favor?"ble  werther  resulted  in.. 

record  high  egg  production  in  Janupry.    A  new  high  _  _ 
rate  of  lay  more  than  offset  e  6  percent  decrease  in  the  number  of  Ipyers  on  farms, 
Fsrm  flocks  laid  ^,568,000,000  eggs  in  Jpnurry  —  6  percent  more  th.^n  in  Janupry 
last  year  rnd,  ^3  percent  faore  thpn  the  1956-45  average.    Egg  production  was  a.t  re-  . 
cord  levels  in  the  Forth  Atlantic  and  North  Central  Stptes  and  exceeded  the  prodiic-* 
tion  of  January-last  year  in  all  other  pprts  of  the  co-untry  except  the   'est'where  , 
it  was  the  saine,.- 

Ratp  of  egg  production  during  January  was  11,6  eggs  per  layer,  com^^pred -"v/ith 
10,3  in  January  last  year  and  the  average  of  8,4  eg-:^s,   'The  rate  was  st  perk  levels 
in  all  parts  of  the  country, . with  increases' from  a  year  ago  ranging  from  6  percent 
in  the  North- Atlantic  to  19  percent  in  the  South  Central  States, 

Layers  in  farm  flocks  averaged  39^,906,000  birds  d^iring  January  —  6  perceilt 
less  than  in  January  last  year,  but  9  percent  more  than  average.    Layers  w-efe  fe^-zer 
than  last  year  in ^ all  parts  of  the  country.    Decreases  from  last  year  were  10  per- 
cent in  the  South  Gentr.^l,  7  percent  in  the  West,  5  percent  in  "the    'est  North 
Central  and  South  Atlantic  States,  4  percent  in  the  North  Atlantic  pnd  3  percent 
in  the  East  North  Central  States, 

Potential  lay-era  (hens  and  pullets  of  laying  ^ge  plus  pullets  not  of  laying^^ 
age)  on  farms  Pebani-ry  1  totaled  413,301,000  birds        Spercent  fewer  than  a:  year 
ago  and -4  percent  b-elovr , the  1941-45  avera.:^e.    All  parts  of  the  country  show  a  ' 
smaller  number  of  potential  layers  than  a,  year  apo.    Decreases  were  13  percent  -in 
the  South  Central,  9.  percent  in  the  '  est,  8  percent  in  the  North  Atlantic,  7  per- 
cent in  the.    est  North  Central,  6  percent  in  the  South  Atlantic  "and  5  percent  in 
the  East  North .Central  States,  , 

Pullets  not,  of  laying  age  on  February  1  numbered  23,355,000  birds  ~  34  peiS- 
cent  less  than  a  year  ago  and  32  percent  below  the  5~year  average,    Thisis  the- 
smallest  number  of  non-laying  pullets  on  fa-rms  since  194?,  because  of  the  much 
earlier  than  usual  hatch  last  year  and  the  acnseouent  earlier  movement  of  pullets 
into  laying  flocks.    Numbers  were  below  last  year  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
Decreases  were  55  percent  in  the  North  Atlantic,  39  percent  in  the  North  Central 
States,  38  percent  in  the  ..'est,  28  percent  in  the  South  C<?ntral  and  17  percent  in 
the  South  Atlantic  States, 
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POTENTIAL  LAYEES  ON  FAEMS,  yEBEUARY  1  l/ 
(Thousands) . 


-  :    North      :    E. North  :  V. North    t     Squth    :    South    ;:  :Unlted 

_  _  _  _  _  1  Central,  ^.Central' _:_'AtWtlcj_  Central  St  ate  g_ 

Av.i9i+l-i+5  2/  5^^,286  83,910  125,03l+~  "^0,906  £^,003  38,63^  h^l,llh 
19^62/  61,191        85,5^+3     130,337        i^2,992         90,05^  -   ii0, 356  ^30,h7^ 

19^7  ■56,035        81,136     121,020       >0,277-...      78,790     36,5^3  i+13,801 

1/  Hens  and  pullets  of  laying  age  plus  pullets  not  of  laying  agr. 

PULLETS  NOT  OF  LAYING  AGE  ON  FAEMS,  FEBEUAEt'  1  • 

AV.19I+I-I+5  2/  2,812         U,833  8,7^9  5,063  9,877      3,01^+  3^,369 

19^62/  3,998.  .     5,221  7,o6ii:  .  5,533  ■'    ■  10 >66      3,017  35,299 

19^7  1,816         3,203  ■  J+,329  i+,583  7,558      1,866  23,355 

2/~EeYlsed7  7  "            "-7  '                                 -  -  -         -  -  --  --  -- 

.  '      .    Prices. received  for  eggB  in. mid- January- averaged  J|l. 3  cents  per  dozen  com- 
,  pared  vith  1|7,0  cents  in.  mid-December .    Mid-January  egg  prices  have  hoen  ahout  the 
same  for  the  last  three  years  "but  feed  prices  hare  increased  from  $  2.86  to  $3.^6 
per  hundred  pounds.    Egg  markets  vere  irregular  during  January.'  

Chicken  prices  on  January  15  averaged  25  .6  cents  per  poimd  compared  ■^d.th 
27.^  cents  a  month  earlier,  23.5  cents  a  year  ago,  and  the  average  of  17  A'  cents. 
Market  prices  on  heavy  fovl  and  roasters  held  steady,  hut  prices  on  young  stock 
exhihited  a  definite  dovnvard  trend. ..  Prices  of  fryers  and  hroilers  hroke  sharply 
under  heavy  marketings.  '  ' 

Live  turkey  prices  dropped  from  35.8  cents  per  pound  In  mid-Dec©m"ber  to  30.7 
cents  in  mid-January.    This  Ih  percent  daop  was  more  than  five  times  the'  usual 
seasonal  decline.  ■  Record  storage  stocks  of  turkeys  on  January  1  of  130  million 
pounds  compare  vith  117  million  a  year  earlier  and.  vlth  :a  ,.5-.year  average  of  .61 
million  pounds. 

The  mid-January  cost  of  feed  for  the  United  States  farm  poultry  ration  was 
$3.^6  per  100  pounds  compared  with  $3.54  in  Decemher  and  the  IP36-U5  average  cost 
of  $2.08.    The  relationship  "between  the  price  of  eggs  and  the  price  of  feed  was 
less  favorahle  than  a  year  ago.    Poultry-meat  sjiimal  price  relationships  were  also 
less  favorahle  for  poultry  producers  than  a  year  ago. 

INTENDED  PURCHASES  OF  BABY  CHICKS 

Farmers  plan  to  huy  ahout  6  percent  fewer  hahy  chicks  this  year,  than  they 
"bought  in  19h6.    Some  difference  h©tween  their  Fehruary  1  plans  and  their  actual 
purchases  is  to  he. expected,  depending  on  egg  and  feed  prices  during  the  season. 
In  mid-January  egg  prices  were  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier,  while  the  cost  of 
the  farm  poultry  ration  was  up  ahout  16  perceuii. 

Farmers  on  Fehruary  1,  I9I+6  intended  to  purchase  ik  percent  fewer  chicks 
than  in  19^5,  hut  mainly  hecause  of  a  sharp  drop  in  egg  prices  they  actually 
purchased  17  percent  fewer    chicks.    In  19kk  their  hahy  chick  purchasf^s  were  1 
percent  less  than  their  Fehruary  intentions.    In  19k3  they  exceeded  Fehruary  1 
intentions  hy  h  percent  and  19^2  hy  3  percent.    Growers  plan  decreases  this  year 
in  all  pairbs  of  the  country,  exceipt  the  Middle  Atlantic  States,  where  an  increase 
of  3  percent  is  planned.    Decreases  planned  this  year  are  9  percent  in  the  West 
North  Central,  8  percent  in  the  East  North  Central  and  Pacific  Coast  States,  7 
percent  in  New  England  and  the  South  Atlantic  States,  5  percent  in  the  East  South 
Central,  and  k  percent  in  the  West  South  Central  and  Mountain  States. 
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Fanners  reported  that  about  7^  percent  of  their  chicks  purchased  last  year 
were  straight  run  chicks,  22  percent  were  pullet  chicks  and  k.  percent  cockerels. 
This  year  they  plan 'to  "buy  72  percent  straight,  run  chicks,  2h  pe^rcent  puUets  and 
h  percent  cockerels.    Farmers  in  New  England,  the  I^iddle  Atlantic,  East  North 
Central,  East  Soutji  Central  and  West  South  Central  States  expect  to  increase  the 
proportion  of  pullet  chicks  this  year  and  decrease  the  proportion  of  straight  run 
ch±cka.    In  the  Vest  North  Central  States  farmers  plan  to  "buy  ahout  the  same 
proporti-on  of  straight  run  chicks  hut  slightly  more  pullets  than  in  19h6.  Very 
little  chancre  from  last  year  is  planned  in  the  South  Atlantic  and  Mountain  States. 
In  the  Pacific  Coast  States  farmers  plan  to  "buy  fewer  pullet  chicks  and  more 
straight  run  chicks  than  in  ISkS.  c  . 

INTENDED  PURCHASES  OF  BABY  CHICKS,.  IN  I9U7 
(Based  upon  reports  from  crop  correspondents) 


Geographic 
Divisions 


:  Intended: 
J purchases; 
tas  a  fa  of : 
:19h6  pur-; 
:    chases  : 


Percent__of  total   

"Bahy  £hicks_houghtin  i%^Z  £^1°^S-^2'^®"'1®^  i^_^2^I 


Straight; 
run- 


Pullet 
chicks 


'Cockerel 
chicks 


Straight 
run 


Pullet 
chicks 


Cockerel 
chicks 


Percent 


New  England'' 

93 

59  • 

36  ■ 

5 

52 

hk 

h 

Middle  Atlantic 

103 

63  • 

32 

5 

58 

37 

5 

E.N. Central 

92 

71. 

26 

■  3 

69- 

27 

k 

V.N. Central 

91 

73 

21 

6 

73  ■ 

23 

h 

South  Atlantic 

93 

83 

14 

3  .  . 

82  . 

13 

5 

E.S. Central 

95 

82  . 

13 

5 

81  - 

17 

2 

V.S.  Central 

96 

82 

li^ 

k 

80  . 

17 

3 

Mountain 

96 

69 

26 

5  .. 

70 

26 

k 

Pacific      -'■  • 

92 

52 

h2 

6 

57  . 

J? 

6 

United  StaT^s 

93. "B 

73.3 

22.3 

71.7 

2^1.1 

Tr.2 

CROP  REPORTING  BOARD 
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  .-   CITRUS  ZRUITS   '  .   

crop"  ~ '    ■ "   "■■  ^i^oi'^iUoi  le5«I»ZiZC  1 ,1 Z I Z I  Z'^l^lpi^i^R     -  -  

AlvD         .  •  {A^reraget  ,g46J  1947?  Average  ;  ,  :     ^^g^g  Indicated 

ORANGES:                   "  -  Percent     ■  ,  .  Thousand  Tjoxer, 

"California,  all     .  :  79  73  80  '.    45,412  60,500  44,180  52,100 

Navels  end  Mi sc,  3/  80  .   73  79  ^'^  17^882  ,  22,100  ,17,680  19,700 

Valencias  79  73  81  '■■27^530  38,400  .26,500  32,400 

Florida,  all  73"  67  75  ;     29,640  42,800  49,800  59,500 

Early  and  Midsea'sbn  4/71  •  66  76  .  -  16,545  21,700  -25,400  31,000 

Valencias           -   ^  4/71  -69  75  .   13,095  21,100  '24,400  28,500 

'   Texas,  all  3/"   ■■  '  76.  81  '    80  -2^539  4,400  '   4,800  5^500  ' 

Early  and  Midseason  —  —  '    —  -1,477  2^600  •  ••    2,880  '  3,350 

Valencias  — -  79  81  1»062  1,800  1,920  2,150 

Arizona,  all  3/  79  77  79  .        600  '     1^150  '    1,210  1,270 

Navels  and  Misc.  —  ■  —  ^—  284  550  570-  .  600 

--Valencias                    .     .  -~.  .    77  79  316  ■  600  640  670 

.  _Louisiana_^  all  3/_  66  _  _82  _  _91             279  _  __.  _  360  _  .        330  _  _  ^  390  _ 

5  States  5/  77  71  78  78,470  1'09,210  100,320  _  118,760  _ 

Total  ^arly  &  Midsea£on  ^/Z-^  Z  Z"Z  Z  Z""  ~  Z*^!:-!^!  Z  Z'*!'!^!^  Z  Z^l'1^2  55,040  _ 

Total  -Valencias     _     _^   —       —    ■    42^,004  _  _61 8  900   460  _  ^63,720  _ 

TANoiRJNES;  '  "  / 

..   Florida                                64.  66       72.   '      2,980   .      4,000         4,200  ;  4, 800 

..ALL.  GRANGES  iJMD  TA|;GER_INES_  " _  _  _  Z  _____  _^  _  _  •   _  

 5_States  5/  _   >—  _  81,450  _'1;13,210  _  l^i'^^I  _  _ 

GRAPEmJITT  .  ~ 

Florida,  all       •';  •  •             63  63       67  20,780   .    22,300     '.  32,000  33  ,500 

Seedless             " ' ,':        4/  64'  65       69         7s840   ■  •    8.;400       14,000  18,000 

-  Other                     ■        4/  59  '  62        66  12,940       13,900       18,000  .  15,500 

 Texas,  all            '     -          73  79       7-9  13,999    '    22.300     '24,000  25,000 

Arizona,  all                        76  74       73         2,801         3,750     '    4,100  4,100 

California,  all  ' .                76  ..  79       1.6         2,503         3,830     .    3,450  '3,390 

Desert  Valleys                4/79-  80       7S'.-       1,104         1,530     .    1,220  .1,390 

Oth^r  ^  4/76  78  72  1*599  _  _  2;300  _  _  2,230   '2,000  _ 

_  _  _  4  States_5/^  ^  "^i  _  _40j083  _  _525l80  _  _63,  550  _  _]65,990  _ 

LEMONS;  ..   

California  5/  77       81        75       11,520       12, 550  .    14,500  .13,900 

LIMES; 

__Florida_  5/  ^1  _         _  J^l  "  1}^  1^9.  _  '_  _         _  J-L  179.  _ 

l/  Condition  reported  on  Fe^b^  -1  refers  to  crop  from  iDloom  of  previous  calendar  year, 
2_/  Relates  to  crop  from  "bloom  of  year  shov/iic     In  California  the  picking  season 
usually  extends  from  atout  Oeto-  1  to  Dec-.'  31  of  the  follov/ing  yearc     In  ctiier  States 

■  the  season  "begins  ato'ut  Oct,  1,  except  for  Florida  lines,  harvest  of  vrhich  usually 
starts  a"bout  April  1<.     For  "some  States  in  certain  years,  production  includes  some 
.quantities  donated  to  charity^  unharvested^  and/or -eliminated  on  account  of  eco- 
nomic conditionso     3/  Includes  small  quantities  of  tangerineso  4/  Short-time  average, 

.  _5/  Net  content  of  "bdx  varieso     In  California  and  Arizona  the  approximate  average 
for  oranges  is  77  l"b„  and  grapefruit  65  Ibo  in  the'Desert  Valleys;  68  l"b.  for  Calif, 
grapefruit  in  .other  areas;  in  Florida.and  other  Sta:tes,  orangesj  including  tanger- 
ines, 90  Ih,  and  grapefruit  80  11d«  ,  Calif,  lemon?,  79  1  to  ;  Florida  limes,  80  l"ba 
_§/  In  Califo  and  Ariz.',  Navels  and  miscellaneous,    2.1  Decem"ber  1  indicated  produc- 
tion. 
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.MILK  PHODTICED  MiD  "GRAIN"  PSD  P'.'.R.MILK  COW  III  EcW^S  KEPT  BY  REPORTERS  if 


g^g^^Q  .  : Hi ll:_;,Dr educed  ^er  milk_cow_  _  1  _  i!j^2^n "  fed  ^er  milk_covr  2.f~ 
"and      5^®^"  ^  ■^■^•^    Fel3,.  1,     :    P.Gb.  1,    sPeb.,  1  Av',"  T    Feb,  1,     ?  "Fob.  1, 
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3.8 

Texo 

7c4 

8,0 

3,7 
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Mont. 
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,  ■  4,7 
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'■  16,4 

.  18c0 
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5,3 

3.7 
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14.36 

15,47 

16,14.  . 

3.7  ■ 

4,8 

U.S. 

12.80" 

:  13,47 

14.17 

5.01"^' 

5,56 

5,68 

1/  Figures  for  ilew  England  States  and  iJev.'  Jersey  are  based  cn  combined  returns  from 
crop  and  sV)ecial  daij/  reporters.    Figures  for  other  States,  regions,  and  U,S,  are 
based  on  re tnarns fitm  crop  reporters  unly^   The  regional  averages  are  based  in  part  on 
records  of  less  iniportant  »dairy  States  not  shov/n  j^eparatply^    2/  Averages  represent 
the  reported  daiSly  milk  production  of  herds  kept  by  reporters  divided  by  the  total 
number  of  railk  cows  (in  milk  or  dry)  in  tbei^e  herdse    27  Averages  per  cow  computed 
from  reported  "Pounds  of  grain,  millfeeds,  snd  concentrates  fed  yesterday  to  milk 
cows  on  your  farm  (or  ranch) ''o 
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